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THE TINKERED TARIFE.

Ghang-:s in Customs Rates Under the
‘ Revised Code.

A NEEDED TREASURY REFORM

" Toose Construetion and Administration of

the Revenue Laws,

Fernando Wood to the New York
Chamber of Commerce.

WASHINGTON, Jan. 29, 1875

DEar Sim-S0 many letters ol inquiry and com-
plaint respecting the iocreased rates of duty
which have been levied on merchaudise |mported
under the Kevised Statutes have been addressed
to me by business m=n in New York wiich deserve
repiy, that | ventare to avali myself of the Cham-
ber of Commerce as & medium of answer to all by
one cominunleation.

That the revision enacted by Congress, June 2%
1874, contains pars of the laws, geneial and per-
manoent io \heir, nature, which wers In force on
December 1, 1873, cunnot be denled, for Congress
declarea as much in sectlon 5,503 ol that eoact-

ment. Whesner the revision consaina all the |
laws thenm lu force must depend on an ex-

smipation In & speoilied case, to see whether
@ particalsr law Das 0 any pars been em-
braced in the revision, for the last clause
of soction 5,503 decisres that *all acts of
Congress passed prior 1o sald last named day
(December 1, 1573), no part of wifich are embraced

In said revision, shall not be affeoted or changed |

by 118 epactmen'.” By “‘no par:" must be meant
Bo part ol the operative text of such law; and if
ghis be S0 the sevénteen volumes of statutes prior
to \he revision may be as important o tarll mat-
ters pow as tney were belore Juoe U2, 1874, be-

cause there are many laws aud joint resoiutiohs |
regulating the collection of the revenue on im- |
porta which contain DOt more LhHem one or EWo |
pectlons. s cannotbe denied eitber that Congress

understood, and the country understood, thas the
revision was to be a jaitninl rejection of repealed
laws and & trae expression of those which were
morepealed on e 1st day of December, 1573
Abundant citations from the worda of those di-
rectly resapousible for the revisivn, and looked to
by the Lwo houses [or the |aithiul execution of the
wWork, can be made in prool of tbis from the pages
ol the Congressional Record ol the lass session.
LEGISLATIVE HISTORY OF THE BEVISION,

The priccipal 1acts in regurd to the revision are

these :—On June 23, 1548, Congress authorized the

Fresideus to appolnt threec cummissioners *'to re- .

viae, simplily, arrange aud consolloate' tie stal-
ules. 1'ne duration of the commission belng prac-
tically limited to three years, it was revived for
three years more by the law of May 4, 1870, and
finally the commssion reported in the form of
two iarge volumes, printed Ly Congress. On
March 3, 1873, Congress autborized & Julut com-
mittee of the two houses to accept, but did not ap-

Ppruve or adope, Liis report of 1he commissloners; |

0 counlract wiln a suitable person to prepare,
moder the direction of the committee, the com.
missioners’ report, and print ‘be same 10 the lorm
ol a bill, to be luid belore Congress next Decem-
ber. Lhia proposition was introduced by General
Burler, who sald:="The work suthorized 1s
merely clerigal.” The joint commi’ (6@ WaA ralsed;
1% reported, as directed. to the House, torough the

chairman, on December 11, 1873, and the repors,
im 1ne jorm 0! one lurge printed volune, wus re-
ieTrTed 1o the Commitiee ou the kevision ol the
Laws, Ou thig occasion General Butler sald :—

I desire fo premise hero that your commitiee felt it
their puunden duwy not o allow, so far as they could as-
eer.aln, 'ﬁ change of the law. Ihis embodies e law
("IN @ Enpladilon, ol Cuurse, Was \'err greal,
where & law sermed o be lmperfect, to perfect it Ly the
alisramun of words and phiases. of o make some
cbauge. Bu thay tempiaion has, %o (ar ss [ know and
b lie¥e. been resisted. We have not attemnpted tochange
the law 1 & single word or lotler, so as (0 muake & JiMer
ent reading or different sense. il tha: has Leen done
is o striko oul the nbsoiete barts, and to condense and
cousulidaie and Sianig 10 jother staiuies in
#0 that you have here, exeept (o so tar as it @ human Lo
arr. imws of the Umited sistes under which we now
Uve. And It wiil be necessary, it the bill passes Cone
gress, that it shay pass without any oné undertaking 1o
amond 1ne law as it stands o the revision: because,
otice EInning to amend the revision by aliering the
Jaw frow what it s will lead into an interminable ssa,
Lo which we sl never find soundings and which wiil
mever did a shore.

Ansd on the same n{:epenaru this debate, the
following took pisce beiween Jodge Poiand and
mysell i—

Mr. Woop--If the gentieman from Vermeunt will per-
mit me | would like to ask him a question.

Tpe oreaker—If this matter consumes time rhe Chair
wiil leel bound to Shiew it over.

Mr. Fotaxo—I do not intend to lake any time myselt,
but L will hear the genticman's question.

Mr. Wopon—It is, Whether there will be anything in
this revision of ihe laws that we have not aiready 1
#he stalutes at large *

.\(I‘.!l oLAND—Nothing; at least we do not imtead there
Bhall e,

Here we have a clear exhivition of what the
committee of the two houses inlendea the re

vidiun =uould be. It was un elmination of obsolets |

provisions; & condensaon and cousoitdation of
stalutes in parsYnateria.

On the 15th of the n«xt month jir. Poland In-
formed the House that he was
Cominittee on the Hevimon of the Laws 10 repore
back the ol upd, by unammous copsent, Lbe
House UDdertook to 8Ll tWo eveulngs ol eacn week
in Commictee of the Waole lor 18 consideration,
It was rpeq stated by the chairman of the coms
mittée that Mr. Darsut. & laswyer In Wustington,
Ban veen employed by the commitiee to revise
the work ol the c.mmi-glopers, wio had made, Lo

sOme eXient, changes 10 the law, au. correct suca |

coanges, o order Lhat the ill might Le & tradulal
reflex of the existing statutes 1o force. Andit
was Lhen added thet sioce the work had been
be ore the Commitiee on the Hevision of the
Laws, It bad oeen s0 thoroughly re-examined
toat the Commitiee were able to assare the Honse
thbat the bill us reporied by rhe commitiee 18 “an
exact transerigt, su exsct reflex, ol toe cxisting
statute law or United States,"

A poriiun ol three evennigs of February 19, 20
and 24, were devoted to tue tarl on imporis,
wherginl many amendments to the work of Mr.
Durant were proposed aud carried in Committes
oi tne Whole. Finally, siter a jew evenings, the
Wil was rogorted to the House witn toe smwend-
ments, Whlcn were not printed, and passed wikhe
oot discursiun. It was reported to e benate
May 24, 1574, and the chairman of the Comimittes
on thie Hevision of the Laws iu that body (Seuator
Conknog) decisred toat “the al througuout das

been Lo preserve absolute entlly o memnning,

pub to ehange tne JAW |0 any partwolar, however |

winute, but o present (o minuature, or couGensa-
ton, the law 1o all 18 parts as t was sctasliy
jound to exiat dispersed througn seveoteen
voluwes of siatutes’

Upon the jaith of this representation, as I ve-
Meve, the bill was adopted In the Senate witboub
any sunstantinl deliberaclon or discussion, The
diderent sieps 10 toe progress o) the revision, and
these aistmcet utterances of members of the com-
mittes who Nad 1t 10 charge, wiich are given n
the Congressivnal Reeord, iurnish s sufcient evi-
dence that those who voted tor the revision, as
well as the whole coantry, believed, and hsd s
it 10 believe, toat the 1w regalating the races
of daty on moported merchandise stood (o the re-
YIS100 Piecisely w8 1t existed on December 1, 1875
The ryevision, by 8 terins, took efdect Unme-
diately. It became » law unto the peopie of Lhe
Uplted States 8o saddenly that those whose con-
duct it governed could wot outain & copy and 1he
Becretury of the Treasury, (b Loe beginmiug of Lis
FEpOIt In reply to tie resolaten of (ne House
Decamber 4, 1874, devotes o large portion thereol
toanexplapation of the dificnijes e eneonniered
ID obtatning aud alstrivaiing samong coilectors of
custums LAt portion wiich relates to duoties
of impurta, The tnporters o1 New York and the
other |urge pocts of he Unitea States naviog
been niormied, whie the revision was ander de-
Woeration, thar, AiNough smMeudments were pro-

d aod adupred to tue bul us revised Ly Mr.

aUb1elaLing 10 the cosioms, there would be
no change whniever lo the jaw prescribiug raics
ol daty, natarally 100K no interest in (D& matter,
But waen (e revision was pat inte practicsl ope.
ration by the ireasury Departinent both imjpor-
Lerd Api cousumers were astomished 1o find that
rates ol duty uader |t were [argely mcreased (rom
those wiich hao veen levied on tne (rst duy ol the
previcus December. e compiginis ol the exient
and megnitude of thess exnctions o the ety of
New Y ork became so genorsl thhat [ found it my
auty tontroduce a 1esolubion o inguiry, which
has resultod 1o tie report of (e Hecretary ol tne
Treasury, wiieh | ~nclose, aod wihieo, ID 118 tabu-

lir StRLOMONLS (TUD The (OUr Pprigcipal pores of the |
United Staces, more thin confirms all thal has
been  charged o respect (o the WMWeepiDE

chauges o Fates o auty walch have been made;
and | ok tnal when a careiul Comparison 18
made botween (0e IADUlAL STRtemanis IFom these
our Ports, AWOWINE Lhis lnovease, and the texs of
Bhe reply 01 the Recreinry o the Treasury pur-
rilng 1O give the renson or grounds 10F thss in-
rease, consyierable surpose aon gisappolntment
wiil be jeit on accoant of the unsatisiadiuny, I oot
BYRBIVE, TUABREN 10 Winch this mporiant subject
I8 wreaied.
RETENSITE CHANGRE IX RATHA OF DUTY.
That great cusuges lave veen made is not de-

LI T

directed by the |

::ﬁ Indeed, the ma. in one mtlt'u of .!:.'
spouiioility By the declaration tant (e olaselfce:
tions OF FAles tnus reporied from the leading
“;r:l;ﬂ:“lﬂ in all m‘!glm wnunr a:| nrul:--
department, S ShaR caies ad:

and rhey are not \n &
r CORSIruction

| misted to ol the law st

euue. The report Treasury

partment,
however, dogd not deny that & of

nave been by Its authority or direcilon,
REASUNS POR THE CHANGES INADEQUATE AND FAL-
LACIOUS.

The Secretary, in his r. concedes “pre-
vious rulings o the d&.ruinut" Lave re-
versed ~i0ce Uhe revision, sud an attempt is made
to justify this reversal upon the ground that
“alther in the )rﬁllu of the local officers, or in
the rulings ol the depariment, and in the lon
period from 1861 to 1874, some resulls m.....!
Aarily have been attained 1o the divection of andue
concesslon, such 48 & runid revision and condensa-
fion ol the law woula require Lo be reversed;"” In
other words, changes in rates ol dury have come,
because those wio revised the laws inlended to
r"!l‘l'!‘. and did reverse, by legislation the pre-

nact embodied In section
Revised Statutes, maked |t *‘the duty
of all oMcara of the customs to execure and carry
into eMsct all the instructions ol the Seoretary of
the ‘Treasury relative to the execution of
revenue laws; aod 1o case any dicoity shall arise
| ma to the true construction of munmieol LTk
| ol the revenue laws, Lhe decision ol the Secre

of the Treasury shalli be concinsive and bm-lln;
upon all of the cusioms.’ by the
old  lawa ol T d 1884, the |

an
-
subatance of which ls embodied in the Revised
| Stucutes, the decimion of the Secretary of the
| ‘Ireasury upob an appeal to him 'rom Lhe collector
ol customs lu respect ro the rate and amouunt or
| duty is Onal snd conclusive upon tue govornment
| and every one else, unleas the imporier saees Ot 10
| bring s sult at law to test the correctness of such
| deciston. Taoereiwore Lhe previous ruliags ol the
| predecessors \n ofMice 0! the present Secretary of
| the Treasury wnich,
intended Lo correct or reverse, were lawa, dinding
at that time upon the government as well as upon
unpor:ers,
N0 GENERAL TARIFF LAW BINCE 1872
No genernl law OXiDg or ounga&. duties bad
| been cnacted by Conuress since June Iw
| During the period between this date and m-
| ber L, 1574 (wore than eignieen wouths), the Im-
| verpreisilons of existing laws had bDecome well
| setiled und well known by imporiers, snd toe rates
- nemanded by the government were establisbed In
tne memory of lorejgners as well as our own cill- |
zens. None ol them sul thAL the rated pre- |
seribed by tne Secretary ol tne Treasury and |
levied (or elghteen montha, aince Jupe 10, 1872,
were not the lugul rates, or tnat the government

-

| misinterpreted 1ts own laws.

Tue Treasary does pot deny Lhat certain sections
of the laws of 1861 and 1862 which were eniorced
by the Executive on Uecember 1, 1873, were ex-
cludea by or dropped irum the Re ntes,
and Lhereby duties were i\ncreased. 1f, however,
justifles thi3 exclusion or droppiog on the ground
that when the eurher and later ranf laws ~were
condepsed 10 the revision the superior Joros of the
later acts becawie i ol and the alternative
or earller provision was necessarily excloded."
' I'ms theory 0. revi-lon may of may not be correct,
| put the difllenlly is that the codifiers therebdy
| silentiy excluded lawsactually ‘o lorce,” and the
| exclusion bas worked an increase in rates of daty,
| 1 ald nov understand at the time that the revision
| would accompiisa sach s resuit.

AUFREME COURT DECISIONS,

| The Secretary says:—

| The revision, however, brought all that I.ﬂllr re-

R e Bropen et and" arugging. s, Hhich

1 0 ose

| had been the upm of much |||Mon£ru:hon No sui-
sl sntial uh.n.ga of law appeary to have Leen made: the
present text I8 clear aud easy ol reference. and the con-
tusion nnd contrad.clory featuras of the 1ormer state of
the taw wre removed. I'he divorsity ol decisions in the

| local courts that has existed In customs cases was due

| enlefly o this mulnplielty of unrepesled statutes, the
case ol smythe va Fisk et al, recantiy decided in the
supreme Court, being an instances. The court below held
that duties were churyeabie under tho sariler sisiute,
whereas Supreme vourt unanjwously decided

the later act wastne law in force. The rule tnen lajd

down, and Mfm“,rmrui 1o as being established by the

supreme Court deci-ion ot 1851, appears to have been ob-

served throughout the revision, and it has been carsially

follywed in the Lng;n Lhils vepartment under it, this

condensed text great service In the practical col-
| lection of the cusioms revenus.

Here 18 will be seen Lhai the department again
conlesses tnat ceriain  statutes 1o force un
Decembar 1, laig being *'the ocanse of
mucn miscons .7 were dropped alto-
geiber iu the revision, and adds toat this

| mode of condensing or revising the laws has
bte=sn justified by u recent declsion of the Supreme
Court. A cupy of the declsion of the Lourtin the
case relerred tu 14 bejore me. Tne question 1o-
voived was the true rale of auly imposed on an
articlp known as **31lk peckties,” and the Coort
very properly decided that in:(y were dutiable at
fl ty per cent under tue last clause ol the eigbih
section of the taru law ol 1864; and in this very
opinivn of the Court tuere 18 a confirmation ol the
churge that the Kevised statutes did sctuuliy and
inteationaly ciange the previous law, Tue law
o July 14, (862, conteined in tne thirteentn sec-
tion & scnedule which embraced, among other
thing+, “articies wWorn by men, women or
cblioren, of whalever material combosed,
madeé up or made whully or in part by. hand,
not otherwiie provided for.” Inschedule

Kevised statutes, page 478, this ?mmon is re-
pruduced, but in 1his changed furm:—*-Articles
worn by men, wenien, or caildren, ol whatever
mterinis composed, except sk asd linen, made

| up or iade wholiy OF in part by hend, nor oluer- |

| wise provided Jor." It wiul be seen that toe re-

vision jnserts the words “except silk and linen."”

. 'The ommnlon of the Court calls attentivn to tois
change, sud days:—

The exceptions mentioned (silk and linen) wers

for the first 1ime expressiy interposed, bat It was 8 leg-

| the slghth secion ol the sct of 1364 in sccordance with
| that widel we have given 1o ¢ 1t was the declared

purpose of Congress tooollate all 'ne statuies us they
| were at that date, aud not to make any change in their

ovisions, Ubviously these P were 1
o remove doubts mud  misconsiruction which were
known to have provailed to some sxtent.

Here it will be seen t
ndopis the idea, il Dot the language, used In tbe
Circtiar of the Becretary of the lreasury, August

1874, to the effecc that, as Congress declured
that the Hevised Stalutes contain tne law 1a jorce
on December 1, 1874 Ltuereiore the lusertion in the
| law of 186201 the words “except silk aud hnen"
must De taken by toe court s @ Congressionsal in-
| struction or vec.aration that such was the meau-

ing ©i the previous law. S0 that the Sopreme
| Court, inst2ad of naviog beld that the mode o1 re-
visiou was the correct one, ur that the Jaws of 1881
| and 1862 ought to have been omitied from tbhe re-

vision, declared in effect that tne Court cannot
! Jook beyond the declaration of Cengreas in the Re-
| vised Statutes as to the meaning o: previous tarif

| laws, no matter whether thut declaration, in tne |

| opinion of toe Court. be true or Iaise. Aud it wiil be
Eeen that this deciaration in the revimon may, un-

| less Congress intervenes, influence sil iuture de-

cmlons vl the Court on questions of duty turning

on tne vid laws,

| LAWS OF 1801 AND 1802

| _ Between the dates of the general tariff act of
Maron 2, 1861, and of the Hevised Statuies, Con-
gress bhad pussed some siXiy IaWs relaung to

duties on imports and thewr couection. Five of |

| these—pamely, iwo enacied in 1861, one in 1862,
| one 10 1su4, and suother 1o 1572—may be cinssed
i as general iand acts, because they covered a
large class of articles. Nelther ol these In terms
| entirely repealed tbe previous ones, nor did Con-
ress |ntend they should be altogether repealed.
ntcl‘sap;ml the other or otucrwise fed it,
| mod 80 Lo 1872 reference was hud 1o 1s81 to declae
what rates certain nrticles should pay. The sys-
| tem of contiunous legisiation was bad, vut thus it
| was, and the necessity o1 guing buck 1o old laws
| Wal luureased by the habit whica bad grown In
Cungress of generally luposing (at the end ol cer-
| taiD eoumerations) on all griieles manufactured
| ot ped material & prescribed rate ol duty,
uniess the articles bad been “otuerwise pmmad
jor." ‘Ihis phrase made it Docessary Lo rausack
all previous laws 1O sce 1l there was 4ny such
| vision. With this explanation the comprenen-
| sive 1oree of the following sentences In & circular
of the Treaspry Department 1o collestors of cus
toms, duted August 21, 1874 (contaiued 1o his reply
| to the House), luterpreting toe revision, becams
| apparent. o saypi—
|  Aevegal clauses of tha tariff acts of March 2, 1861, and
July 14, 186, wnich were at first supposed to be modited
or repealed by the act of June s, 194, snd subseguent
acts, put whiech wers revived at various wumes thromgh
decissons of The courts or ol this cepartment, are urci-
| sively exelwded from

| are, prst, the rate of duty vn certaln descriptions ot
Inons—mame:y, “drills, coatings, brown holland, bluy
linens, damasis,’ whien, being sames or descrip-
tons meutloned in the scts o 186 and 183, were
not repeated in the aet of ; Blso A clam ol artieles
aoming under the geueral designation of “manufsctures
| nototherwise provi lor, » of mixed
| mi# lo part of cotion. slk, wool or worsied. hemp, jute,
ur fiax.” the rate of duty imposed Ly Lh.se LWo sels
being 45 per cen: ad . :dl‘l!’ fabrice have re-
| meinea coargeabls with duty under authurity of thus
| eintise; but no sich ¢ assifica’{on 14 contained In the act
ot dune < 1804, ah goods formeriy 4o classed being now
chargcd with anty sccording to their identity with, or
assamiiation to olker defined cissses.
It releronce be now had Lo sne report of Ap-
praiser Durliog, of New York, giving tue classii-
| cations in b8 department be.ore wnd siter June
22, 1874, 1t will be seen that ariicles were throen
| to new 2coedules and rates of duty wers enor-
| mously 1ncreased on manug.sciures of goat's halr,
wool, cotton, sk and mixed materials by the ex-
clasion (ruth The revision of these laws of 1881 and
1a62, universally neld to be 1n lorce on Jecember

| 1, 1878,
THE SIMILITUDE LAW OF 1842,

From such examination as [ nave given to the
reports frum the piincipal ports It appears to me
that on & lar@e porton of Lhe Are Lesides

| those generally designated as “texiie /abrics, '’
on which duries have been chunged under the re-
visglou, tie resalt nas been ahleldy | d

the ume."? “‘m A BLAT conleasion in |
l respect to tu‘.h l’.ﬁ:}llll“.l.{lo! of Wgnum rev-

changes which have been made under the revision {

| W Tarif aots were those of 1843, 1840 and
7. of 1851 preserved substantiaily the
| Wystem' of scheiuies o eUMGratios o 1846,
only reducing toe rates of duty. These laws of

and 1848 were, pulll!wt the most compranen-
sive aud best copsidered tarif ensctments on the
| atatute books, in toe sense ol , commercial
| and & tioal tion of ssch artinie In

SR s of by Beiy IS A5 b

article or an e 1nbrie

owing section mmu‘!mu the law of 1842:—

#2c. M.—And be It furthor enacled, That there shall
be levied, .w =r“ nlllu every nhon

enders e e, elther 1n
s ure, or
i g e

each
e ey

¥
the enumerat art: lo W
e e e 7 et
| enua.ﬂw Artic.es, on ch di Itr‘-rgnﬂurng
| are gueable, there shall be levied, colleated and
| on suc! mqnm‘:d lﬂ‘hh ‘ﬁ‘ -‘m rate ol ni:y
anum nlill'lz::llut-mell*mn:mnnm .
g the ulgl daty: unw all uractured
| imfs‘m" “=mll lImll ‘n'rr‘i::,lmmwmtﬁ
way be chargeable.

Under the laws of 1846 and 18567, which ocon-
tinued the system of 1842, the courts very prope:z

to Imp:

beld that this section wus |n foree, not

a pew rate of duLy, but to give arule for I
tﬂnl? \lie true rate on an article nexther speclaily
provided for by name In those luws por lslling
wiihin the ciauses for non-ehumerated ar

The single Inquiry
was whether un article was enumerated. Bus the
tarl(f iegislation during the rebelilon waus, much ot
1 Uy hasty, and utoglul L0 meet & press-
ing need for revenue, No one law repealed,
that of 1842, all previous laws, but, as | huve said
| belgre, toe tari acisfor eleven yeara otarlnpl;ed.
| and were interiaced one with anuther, Tnis 1s
| obvious to any ove who careiully studies ihe legis
latlon of 1861, 1862, 1804 and 1874 Those laws &l-
wmpted to ciassity articies In scparate sec-
tions, wecording o the malenais of their
whether of iron, @#teel, gikss,
or sik. And siter epumerating
+ 10 the exteat which the power or
OnEress o A0TAFODIEIDG IDtOresls

manufacture,
cosion, Wool
articles s

gonvenience ol

¥ ago
he says, the Revised Statures | tnerein permitted, thare would be & concludiog
| clause at a diferent rate ol duty lor a general

enumeration of articles of & specified material of
manulacture *“not otherwise provided ior.” To
ascertain tne inreation of Con under this sys.
tem o1 logisiation sinoe 1861, the ald of Lne section
relerred 1o 1 the law o/ 1843 was rarely Invoked,
because there was rarely an article not eitner
specifically or penerally enumeraied. And the in-
jusilce of invoking 15 cab be made appar«nt by a
reierence to the law known as “‘The Littie Targ
pul" whicn has just passed Congress, and which
directs that manuiactures not specially provided
for shall pay sixty per cent if conlaining not more
than seventy-Nve parts 1n value of sk, bat fArty
per cenl M contalning more than bhat ol pure
#ilk. Here i3 an enumeration of the two classes
ol manwacture., [But the las: clause ol this law of
1842 and of section 2,490 of she Hevised Statules
Bays:i—

And on all articles manufactured from t:o or mare
materinls the duty shall be asseased at the bighest rates
:}.’hwninh any of i component parts may be charge-

The rate lor pure silk s sixty cent, and un-
der this ciause ‘“Lbe Little Tlrlﬂpl.lll-lt." which only
\mposes fiiry per cent on certain proportions of
cotion aad slik, would be nullitied,

Il reierance ve had to the exoellent and search-
mﬁcnuﬂum of the Uolleclor o! the port of Bai-
timore on the practicul coniusion and injustice
which the sudden application of thia “simlitude
law! of 1842 has worked, further comments of
mine will be nnoecessary. They are on pages 43
and 49 ol the report of the Treasury. The appii-
cation of this “doctrine of assimilsilon," beiore
permitting ihe positive ciauses of the law to o
erute, the Collector of Baltunore regards as oul.
lilying tne ntenilons of Congress aud as inotrust-

ng v costoms ex4miners anu apprabers & vague

that |

of the |

re | OILY, 1Dhave secd and

Islntive decinration (hat” sucn wis the winte of the law |
on the Istul wecember, 1473, withoul excuptions;
and it is necessarlly a construction ot last clause o

the Sapreme Couors |

@ pres@iiact and therélure couse |
o BAve foroe arer the date ol 108 pussage. Adiong these |

1 | ppr
and arbitrary wer, lmpolitic and uever in-
tended, It 18 {ms siunlitude tést whica has
created & part of the col n respecsing Jap-
| anese silks apd the diferent rates at the difurcnt
ris on similar articles, and It ia piain to see that
| it will be nexi to lmpussible or any Secretary of
| the Treasury to make rates o duty unilorm Irom
Malne to Calilornia on lextile fabrics where the
| mnquiry 18 as to sumillinde eliher in material,
| quelity, Texiure or uses,
| RESPONSIBILITY FOR TAB CHANGES.
| 1am not unmindiul of toe great, the almost in-
l sarmountable, diMcualries which any one wouid
evcounter wio undertook to condense and repro-
| duce lust June tue suvsisting iaws on the customs
| reveaue, They were sv uumerous, they extended
| over so many years, the repealed and unrepealed
| were o interisced and interiveked, und the Lrus
cerpretation ol many ol them was ao doubtiul,
tnut sqoally lotelligent and opright men could oot
| well 1di1 0 differ th-reco, aud It |8 pernaps sur-
| pring 4nat Do more tislacilon With the re-
| vis.on exisis. And If tue revision changea rhe
| lsnguage vl Lhe law the Execuiive coold not well
| disobey the revision, although [ think the Jreasury
| would have veen sustaiped if It nga reinsed (v
| vary the rates it imposed on the 18t day of Decem-
ver, 1878 . CUongress certalnly canuot fairly be
! blamed, nor do | think that any member of the
revising cummitiee ol the House was aware Loal
tie verbsl chauges made, org the droppiog

ol certaln statutes, would, 1 practical adminis-

tration, produce \ne results we ses. Wnether any
| one else inspired changes with such an intent 18
| mot 80 ceriain. ‘Fhere 14 certainly much wethod
fu some ol the alteratione. Nor do | lmpuie any
blame to Lbe present Becreiary of Lhe ‘ireasury,
| mlthougn 1 am Iree to ssy toaf, in my view, ihe
| person who 18 reierred to by . (Can-

Racord for Febr 19, 1874, @ 16)
#4 BSISTIDG e commitiee 1n behall ol the Treus-
ury shoold mot have been mlterwara sclecied to
put Lhe law ln operation aod interpres Lne inter-
pretaiion,

Hawniﬂrl'.' entered tne House of Repressnta-
tives in May, 1841, as s memuer !rom New York
bad experience enough sinoce
tuen in public affa:rs to Muke me Lolerant in crib-
cism ol thuse charged wirth the responsibllities of
:ovmmur., who strive 1o good ls1th uooestly to

ischuarge Gheir oblgations. It I8, there-
lore, with Do 0 purpose o @X-
ress any censure of becrelary Bristow  toat

say that, in my opinion, the system ol admin-.
istration ol that pari vl the Hevenue Uepartment
| whicn decides woat rates of duty Cou nas

imposed weeds Lo be thurougnly cosnged. Itis &
uemendoud Prerogulive oo the EXxeculive Lo say
wlhal rales our conlused stalutes levy and pre-
merve nmufurmity at all the porta; and yet the sec-
retary canout in reon, under the present
srrangewents, decide each ol the perpiexing
quesfivns ol ataluie construciion. He delegales
the power to & subordinate, ana ha generally s
. mere clerk, woo decides witiont hearing argu-

ment oo either side. For the guvernment ib may
bo saie to indick tne Dighest Tate in all ouses of
doubi, but inat may be very unjnst to the im-
porier. And yet ibere must be in Washi n &
upit of respoosivility and decision for the different
purta. My uwn ovservation aud impressivn sre
that siuwce | fNirst entered CoDgress Lhere n4d
been 1ouv much drawing Lo Wasbiogin 1n
this matter of labor ap care irum the
several ports, which has dwarf:d tne colleciors,
who are under the law primarily responsi 18
this business to Congress and the cvuntry. The
coilecior is by stalute, ana should be In iact, the
chiel customs oficer of the port. The whule 8X-
pensive macoluery ol his oMce is maintsined only
to levy and collecy the durlgs on imporss pre-
scrl by Congress. Section 2,621 of the Revised
Btatutes descrives s pars uf his functions Lhus:—

To receive the entries ot all ships or vessais and of the
goods wares or werchandise impuried in tnem.

Toestlnate * * * the amount ol the dutivs payable
m‘;" ind such a ts upoo the respective

en

To receive all monevs pald for duties ang take all
honds for securing the pa: ment thereul.

He (section 2,901) designates the goods to be ap-
prai-éd; o him the &p raser reporia; i ho ve
wissatisfied be can order another exsminsilon;
and il the uppraisers disegree ne decides betweeu
them. He I8 responsivie, primarily, 1or all clagsit-
cations jor duty, Under sections 2,6l and 8,011
nls decision, as Lo rate AU AmMuUDE, 1s Onal ubiess
there be au appesl to Wasulngton or a suit in
court. The correct Incerpretation ol tarin laws is
tbus bis Orst and obe ol s Dighes\ ouligailuns,
He 18 sppoibted vy the President ana coofirmed
by tue sensis to do this work, and he soould
neliher dul-{lu it to deputies nor suborvinates st
bis own port or allow 1t 0 pass ous ol his nands
into shose vi clerks in Wasdingtou, unless in con:
filct with collecturs a1 othér poris, where the per-
soual Judgment of the Secretary snould (nterpose.

| The Culivelurs at the Beveral puris are, as & raie,
| competent men; ihey are |u daily contact with
mercaanis, and clerks in Washingten are not; wnd
tnere should be no subordinates |In these matters
of &uwu cobstruction beiweea them and the Beg
retary.

OTHER RENEDIES AND REFORMS.

For any iucreased exactions nbove tavse levied
in Decewber, 1873, which sre ihe result of er-
roneous Execulive interpretations of the revision,
the courss gre of cout e upen; LUL lur those MAGE
by Uongreas, even unioteutioualiy, the courts cam
aflord no reder. [inireduced 1010 the House wE
tne beguuning ol this Aession A joint Fesolw
wiicl is now pefure the Lomwitiee un Ways ao
Means, and woion heresiter would cunfine the Ex-
ecut.ve to Ine rates the Treasury levied a jear
ago last Decew ber.  IL would bring order ous of
Lue exisiing coniusion ana probaoly give satis
laction, but only temporariy; 1or wthe wiule sye-
telu beeus immediute overnduliog. There is now
betore the Wars ang Mesas Commitiee a till irom
the Senate woich looks In that direction. The
amount of money Wiich the govérnmen. reqaires
Irom customs the Execulive vagnt to Le wine Lo
eslimate With ressonsbie ceriain'y, sod then
provimwon should be Immediaiely mace by
iaw, on coniereunce Wit the rent cham-
bers of commerce In the country, lof
4 ocommission fo take wup e  work
of preparing & tari levying that amonnt, and
macoinery ior It8 prompl, sconomical Ana seHs-
ctory colectiop, In s commission tnere 18
needed the best fRouities in the colinvey Jor Acs
quiring, resting, collwting and reproduciog facts
and statistica (oF Lbe inivFmAalion ol Cougress. It
should be & COMMIAMON 0! & €W ANunK Lae Dest

| by siight variations in The text of the iInw. EX-
ecutive interpretation has no doubt overstrained
| rnese st yarationd, vut the foundation o tne
mischiel 18 10 the revision. This mischiel wighr,
ueverinaless, oave OLeen remedied 1 the
Troasury nad beid [ast In e exsculion of
the new provisions to the general deciararion of tbe
revisera ana ol General Butler and Senator Conk-
ling 1hae 0o ciange of the old Iaw Was intendaed.
But it dla not, aod one of ths most potentinl in-
struments 1 worklog the coniasion and injudtice
of which importers comp.ain I8 the use which
betn made of the twWenGieth section of the
tartff 1aw o1 Augnst 30, 1842, which 18 contained
In =eeiian 4409 of the revision.
Durin® the twenty years belore 1801 the Lhree

e8s Inen in CoNgress or oui, whether mer-
ehanis, manufacturers, lavyers or uMcials, and,
like lmportant parlilameniary comminsions 1n EKug:
land, snould call beiore It ARd examing every one
capable vl afforaing assistance by s inforiation
And experiance, and n% element ol par isan pul-
| ites should ve permitted Lo distors or tnwark the
single inquiry how tne needed money can oe best
ramed irom impores,  Facts and figures sre what
In firwe neesded, and not ArgUmMEnts, ANd to oLLain
these faots and Ngures In the lorm of evidence the
country should gladly muke an adequate expendi-

tare of time and money. Vﬂ;’ respectially,
ERNANDO WOOD,
To she PRESIDENT OF THE NDER OF UOoN-

| MERCE, NEW YORK CiTY,

THE [CE HARVEST.

Preparing for “Ninety-five in
the Shade.”

ALONG THE UPPER HUDSON.

Gathering and Housing the
Crystal Blocks.

Two Million Five Hundred Thou-
sand Tons Secured.

VALUE -‘$28,000,000.

PovomgENreie, N. Y., Jan. 31, 1875.
For ywo weekas or more the Hudson River at
many pointa between this city and Albany bas
presented a soene cf bustling activity. Thousands
ol men, rugged and weather-beaten, of boys, capa-
ble of the rfatigue of ordinary adults, and steam
engines and elevators spot the ploture like a
leopard's skin. Year alter year, when the broad
bosom of this noble stream Is stilled and one un-
broken crystal piain binds in bondage its majestio
length, the ploture Is repeated, and beneuth the
hilla covered with smows heaped up like the
treasures of the arctio, the stiliness like 10 Lhat of
s deserted graveyard, gives way to the noise mod
confusion of thousands in busy employment. It
s the harvest of lce—the gatuering of that indls-
pensable article of summer consumption, witnout
which mankind in large citles would 11l get along,
snd to be wholly deprived of would render life
almoss intolerable. It 1s the synonym of
LUXURY 7O EVERY AMERICAN
in the stifing days of sammer, aDd Dowhere in
the world is it so abundantly used as in New Yore,
With the mercury “ninety-five in the shade,” a
sparziing draught of loed Oroton Is & treat which
has especial clalms above all the wines and chem-
psgne in Christendom, and, when not obtainable,
there 1s & loaglog for it whioh wine is pow-
griess to assusge. A Acanty supply of lce is
something nnpleassnt to contemplate. The Goth-
amite who 18 compelled te lorswear the nooks and
shades of the country aod endure the sultry heais
and seething streeta ol the metropolis looks for
fee-pitchera and water-coolers on every hand, and
thinks them as necessary to comiort as are bread,
butter and bsefsteak. He finds them, too, when-
ever and wherever he seeks Lhem ; for it has becoms
an establiahed fact that she ‘oup of oold water"
to be lound gratultoualy sapplied all over the
country goes lar in msking ap the general verdiet
that the citizens of the Uniled States live more
luxuriously tuan any other people on the face of
the earth. If & New YorKer were compelied to pay
ten cents for a few lumps of ice swimming in
water on & tepid plate, as must be dooe id Parls
for this rare loxury, what would he say? Whnr, he
would gently insiLuate thathe was being swindled
and act accordingly.
PLENTY OF IT.
Ioe ia an Amerioan necessity, and I am glad to
be able to tell all Gothamites, all brewers and
packers, all hoiel keepers and ieataurateurs, all
owners of saluons and porternouses and all house-
keepers 1o general that the ice crop of this year
slong the Hudson was never before equalied, both
in quality and in quantity. *There's miliions in
i&" Millions of tons of glistening cakes are now
in the vast nouses on the panks of the river, and
by Tuesday of Lhis weck, i the weather holds
1avorable, the army ol laborers will bave ceased
work; the Iast canal heing cut and the iast vlock
ol crystal enugly packed in place.
BEGINNING THE HABVERST.
Vigorous measures for the harvesting of the loe
crop were not taken until the second week of the
present month, when the sudd and prol d
oold bld the superintendents commence work at
once. Thben the word went forth to all the un-
employed on the river banks, an1 Iar back Into
mouniain hamilets and villages, 10 the idle farmer
boys, that there was & cnance agaln (o make a lew
dollars, and the brigade soon responded. kually
ten thousand stalwart canalmen, bricklayers,
boatmen, tillers of the soll aud those of all Kinds
of busness in warm weather, and some of no

business whatsver &t any time, accepted
the terms offered and began the labor
of quarrylng and housing the required

erop. From the first the ice has been of the purest
quality, and iree from airc, grit or homeycomo,

the blocks sparkilng in the sunlight with erystal.
line beaury and wituoul hall ao loch ol snow um
their top. rrom igreive ipches thick, wuien Lhe
ecutung commenced wlong the upper end of the
river, it soon became jourieen and sixtee n loches,
sod Duw the iast ol the summer supply being
gatbered (n this vicinity has an average vi fiteen
incnes—a figure that wul appruach correctness
with the

ENTIRE TWO MILLION ;é;: HUNDEED THOUSAND

that will be hoosed in the vast receptacies on the
Hudsop 10 twou or three days. Everyiblug bas peen

exception—the 8 rike o the laborers soon alter
cutling began. 'oe weather, wos. ol the tune of
thit sparkilog churacter that makes an American
occusivorily boast of the ‘1céd chawpagne aimos-
phere of our winter dauys, las bDeell 01 lmmense
service in helpiog on the business. Then the cour-
acter ol the men that sought the employment
was above the averuye, and ol tost rugged ne-
ture to fully stapd up against [be pbysical haid-
»n incidental to thu lapor. e usual minor
difficuliles oi gathering have not even been ea-
cuuntered, as toe Ialis of snow up the river bave
been very slight, Ho none of the iallacivns asser-
tlons that ice has not peen stored 1o sufcient
guaniities, nor uuy ol the usual cries resorted to
Dy the companies io 10rce DPWArd i1is prioe, can be
used in th: coming season with any degree of con-
siatency or ol wrutuul business decency.
"t Do s

The ice crop ol a seas0N, Amounted
to 1,408,800 tupa, but in 1874 the cold westher
was #0 spasmodic tnat  the harvest was
nesrly one mopth behind, and work beiug
commenced |ate and the ice of wu lnleriur quailty
the larger companies were 1o & dilemms an
jonm belore the sumMMEr wis over were customers
to the Eastern Jdealern. ‘I'iis year no dificulty of
tnisind wil exist, Toe quantity pow ln store ls
greater than ever beiore wccumulaied, snd when
1t s kpowu tbat In 1880 tbe cruop gathered was
jess thun 450,000 Lous an idea of the growing vast-
ness ol the vnsinesa can be obtained. ‘'I'nen the
Knickerbucker Company, how the leader in the
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they wiil have on hand when through with the
work oearly 90,000 tops of the crystal blocks in
thelr numerous nouses. To Lo mose definite, this
supply 15 stored st various puints along the river,
wiliin easy shipping distaoce of New York, in
houses tiue oEErogate capacity ol which is stated
In the subjoined table:—
ENICKXRBOCKER COMPANY,

ey
Ty Yrg i d

kland Lake....... 90,000 Turkey Polnt......... #0
Mebaugh....... Gilnguoe . ... o« 1R
ighiand Lake,...... 4, ver 0000
000
. Buuy

75
Aew Balthmnore. ...... 20,04

Little Flaibusb.,...., 500
Behodack. . ooviina.

10 Lins quantity of new iee stured there must be
added 0,000 tuns or Lthereabouts of lce purchased
ol Easiern parties, whica was left over, and we
nave tne grand ageregate ol nearly #08,000 |ons 1n
pussession ol thid one compauy nlone, 'l'o do Lie
work ol gathering s luinense guantity of ice
thers were awipioyed &t Lhe Various pointa the lol-
lowing men and boys, MAKINE AN INANSIIOUS RILY
of hardened musc a* which obalns aid, ho wever,
from tone nomber of Ror<es and steamn engines

favoranle lor the work Lhis sesson With but one |

but 000 to
R e o B WRNISAR Dy e ! sumed in New York 16 1s caicuiated that the pack-

OYHER LARGE DEALERS.
In sddition to the above there are
muny other l‘a‘o-“m‘ on ‘:n:t 'rm':. 1;:::00 Imm.-
50 eX e g
mnl:nl Ite trensaotions

in the trade and dily growing. Tney bulld
wdditlopal houses season to season, while at
the same tline they are crylug “There Is ng money
fo the business,” the erection™st Ver-
plm:'- Polnm uo.x.l#llaof two new n& n&x:
Dous structa [} “M n s

Fivil of the old llu! il!ﬂ'bﬂttr

enter|
1D your city, with s ¥e capacity of 00,000
and 80,000 Lons, and it be thought that the

management are Dot troubled with Bscruples of
of these |acts, the
«gladiy @etout if

lace.

%,5.%%%.

O s s

i

Soeiseacs

SEpsseNeseseEs

¥ A 00
uermlnguwn. sonth of. ... 000
Leruantown,

Pell's ook gﬁ
Untsk

New balt 20,14
u . B0
4 7,000
New

Co:

wuntsklll . .....
ol
Hightand Lake: .

WOEAK oonoe onsssssrsnpaassassnspnssssnnsinassasias vy IO

Thess employ 3,705 men, 608 boys, 300 horses and
23 steam cmﬂnel, which, added Lo the ststislical
table of the Knickernocker Uompany, we bave aa
the grand total ai thua time ut work on fhe river
‘0,380 men, 1,701 boys, 778 horses and 47 enginea,
Against this And s & means of coutrasting the
business ol the year and 8ls0 demoustrauing that
it 18 vn the incre are tho fgures of last
season's number of iaborers as joliows:—Men,

1803 boys, 1,376; horses, 081; stoam uvngines, 41:
showing & difference of 1.1!13 wen, 36 boys, 106
nnmnn and 6 engines lo 1aver of the present
s8480D,

‘I'ne gross quantity which will be actually stored,
thereiore, by the Knickerbocker asnd W ton
companies, of New York, and uhe pever
dealers reaches \ne enormous tigures of 1,727,000
Add to ibis the hundreds vl smaller housea

tons.
owned DY privare paries between hera and
Albdny and we can readily estimate tust there

wili b= 2,600,000 tons of this \uxury ready jor neXxt
summel’s consumption, whicn nt the rute of hull
& cenl Der pound gives Lhe enormous value of
$28,000,000, Uompare those lgures with those of
elght or nine years ago, and the Goutnamite wiil
be astomshed with the growing churacter ol the

e
1o the summer of 1887 thero ware housed by the

Washiogton Company, then a young entejprise,
and having to fight 8 giguntic monopoly, had obly
40,000 tons In thelr possession, an amonnt 8o small
that it soems tridlng. And in isce of all this the
atockholuers perswst In -holding up thelr handa in
holy horror waea the consumer protesis AZAIDAT
rices he knows to be liegitimate and beyona tne
ine ol orcinary business profits,
LABORKRS WORTHY THEIR HIRE.

The rugged iaborers employed 1o do the cutting
and housing of Lthe glittering crysial that nature
jurnishes without cost are receiving very nearly
tue sume wages as Lhey diud during last Beasoi's
cuttiug—that 18 Lo say, §1 75 for vawloor meon aod
£ lor the indide or more capable bands. True,
‘the severul companies put the men to work at the
miserable stipeud of §1 23 per dlem, and hoped
the men *would not make unresssunbie demanas
for high wages,”” our, In otaer words, wished
them to work irom early morning uantil the sun
showed a golden Yim over the western mountaios
for that sum, which would not support i single
man, let sivne a tamily, and most ol the men bave
wives aud emluren uepending upon them, Tbhe
chisellers and the ploughers, t canal men,
room men, [riciion (enders, drivers, Scrapersa—
in fact, all buat the enginesra—worked
ust two days on these wages and then
lald down Lheir tools ana demanded more pay.
With banneis rudely Inscribed ihey marcied up
and down the niver showlog the ¢‘hosses" Lbelr
girength and unanimity, uotll at lasy the com-
panies were compelied 10 give the wen what they
demanded. 'I'he L8MPpOrary susp 10 gather-
g Lhe grop, Nowever, entitled inucn expense, us,
durlng ita progress, the jce canals that were
opened again Iroze over, and, as 1t cost $230 or
$300 lor each canal, the sum totsl was quite large,
reacoing pernaps $10,000—gone Into the air with

no return.
' HOW PAYMENTS ARE MADE
The laborers at the end ol the day each receive
& ticket, which 18 good At apy store in the Hudson
River vilmges or ou any rallroad, When the
crop I8 gathered these tickets, 11 presenied at
either ol the A0y redemption agents who ore
appoiuted neusr where tng men asve been at
work, tney receive tioeir (ull lace value \n moner,
At firsi B1ght tue pian of payment muy seem pe-
cullur and spwewnat Diggardly, but upon refi:c-
tlou 1t appears pernaps tue be: (er policy to keeg a
reat desl of money /rom the men until the work ia
nwshed. The crop housed, the **Dosses’’ oare bus
listie what luliows.
COST OF GATHERING AND DBLIVERY.
Taking =il tnings into consideration, ihe cost of
quUArTying the ice and nousing It 18 less Lhis year
nan jnsf. This I have irvm & deaier thoroughly
posted ubd who Joves to have trutn on his side—
rather an l¥. | must 1 Ana irom the
purity of she Ice anu its Lhickness the wastage will
not ovarrun thirty-ive or joriy per cent. ‘I'nue lor-
mer figure wil no doubi be nearer the murk
than the 1latrer; but the dealers geoeraly
cluim (DAL Wwastage reaches Mty per ceul,
flgure ' that will be préposterously ab-
surd 10 quole next seafon. The cost of
loading and shippiug will be the same, perhaps, as
last year, i1 the grinding monopolists do not want
thelr men to Wwork for nothing, aud the cost of
distribution and delivery Lo Lhelr custumers in your
city can be set down uf In_lOriner seasons. So if
the Knpickerbocker and Washington companies

| wish to give you New YOrkers this necessity at rea-

gonable rates next season, \hey can do so, and
wnen make twelve or fftesn per cent upon invesied

capltul. . -
‘?Imr charges, bowever, are Dever based upon
actual expenses from the time the jue is cot antil
dellvered, but rafber upon pruspective incidental
ones. Hay they :—+I spy of our nuen are hurt oo
tue river we must take care ol their inmilies; if we
rup 1nto passing vessels with our barges or smash
& dogk, or witu vur wagons kill or maim a child or
citizen, we must pay lor 1" And so with
these buguears, for an excnse they make ihe

| woul

public pay lor what never snould oecur.
some pevple may E4y this cannut be, bue
#n ofeiws of one of our cowpanies ln-

stanced these prospectlve expenscs, and coolly
declared u:n “the puolie, when the :mo:ul our
e n gathering ice, Dever Lhink vui thess
tw Just us il t0¢ public must be made Lo
pay for the careiessness and the stopldity of irve-
sponsibie servanis! Weil, 1t paa passed inlo sn
axiwm toat corporations with mnnpol{ have
never been kuown either 10 be troubled with con-
soientious scruples or to iose money, but the ahove
standpolas, a8 80 arguwent to justily oaresson-
able demands, |s & sbhade cooler than the com-
modity in which they deal.
THE CONSUMERS.

To three classes ol people in New York, ang, in
fact, u all citi:s 1o this |aritade, the consumption
ol ice in large quantiiies lorms, through the not
weatner, » muterial conmdersiion in the biliof
expenses. ‘lhese classes are, Oraf, brewers aod
packers, who aeal very largely witu the lce men;
secundly, proprietors of hotels, Keepers of
restapgran's and saloons, who without ice
soon find themselvea im the cundition
ol the proverbial poet—viz., In wani of &
patrun; thirdly, housekeepers In - general,
who, taken 10 tne agaregaie, copsame less ice
than eltber ol the iormer ¢l Well-iniormed

| persons reckon the ratio of consumption aMong

nese several clanses us (ollows:—O( the ocon-
ers and brewers use thirty-tnree and one-ihird
per cent of the hundred; large hotels, stousll
hotels, bl restaurants, down to the colfee and
cake venders, and then the saloons aud porter
nouses, nbous forty per cent; the remaining iwen-
ty-s1X and two=thirds being uppropriated to the nse
ol amiites ol every caste abd conditlon. btatis-
tically given, Irom these proximate proportions,
we nave the jollowing table:—

ackers and wers..

uantity constned by i

usntity consumed by large and small bo
thuarnnts wind saloons. .
Q d by i

..... shnbannnn
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CAPITAL INVESTED.

The amonnt ol ocapltal engaged in the business
this year In New York is abuub $8,500,000, dis-
trivated as 10llows i—

Knlckerbocker ... v
Wiahinglon. . ccou.
All otnercompaniess

PO o6 oo variinn

When it 1 known that eight or ten yearsago
the aguregate capital iuvested 1o the business
was but §1,77T0,000° some estimate oan be furmed
of whe profic It must ylelds Jor M L
was not a lucrative eoterprise would capilal
)8ts  conlinue thus to juvest? In  the vear
1400 Knickerbocker hud but & capitul
of a0, an the ashingtion sﬂu.m
only. ‘Then the Knlekerbocker consolldated with
the New Yors Company, aod, sdding $350,000 to
their combined capital, brougnt 18 Gp L0 the pres.
cut standatd, Tue Washingtion, awalle alterward,
tuen lannched out in true business style and aug-
mentad thelr capital v §1,000,000,

The naditiounl amounts likewise investod by
smaller aealers amounted to §60,000 At taat Lime,
sho¥lug & diderence as belween 1330 and 1875 as
fuliowns:—

Capital tor the year 1875, ... ooioieiens
Caplial 1or ths your lsis

Excoss of 1378 over 189, ...00vivinnens
As to the paying charactenof the busi
Ing can be suid In addition to the aboYe Atatemen
lo¢ the reason that whon fgures wre not allowed
to lie colnient is upnecessary. The thuusand and
one Carts thist go uround New York in the sesson

the

' of hot wealher peddling 1ce under Lhe Damea of

prought into reqaisition to facilitate the work :—
HELP vill.:lllb.
Lteam
Men.  Bows, Horsen Engines.
B8 %]
o n
. B0 1w 15
L 1 12
2 R B
) s 20
W 8 pal -
v B F 1w
' ) &) 0
TYIUWI. . snrvanionssacies HB " 1]
P Harrytowns . ... (1] » 15
furkey Fowmt 1] W o -
: ’m enll . lg -
avespur ‘
?llﬂl | . Hﬂ g o
nmuuzm....... . "
Barren Ialand. ... 151 i 14 4
Athens, .. . 8 a) 25
J ke, . . . 0 (3] L1 o
r:wun‘.mm ; . ;g 1] ]
Atile b iatbash.. ..., 13 ] -
HeDOBRER. .. coisi. . chnnteons W) [ W 3
VO vveiniviiinnbirreen OTH LGS &T6 |

various “compuanics' sre owned by (ndividnal
| specnlators, ‘They get their supplies irom bl{nr
aealers, and may swindie i drice and chest o
welght to thelr hearts’ content,

Knlckerbocker men but 400,000 tons, while the -

NEW YORK CITY.

Four persons were reported by the police yesten
tll.z ;e“t.:n heen Injured through failing on the

The East ana North rivers were comparatively
free irom lce yesterday. All of the lerryboats
madna nm.lr trips, an tions

d Do Jeten| of any ac

The intermediate examination of the classes oi

Columbia Col will begin this ning
unue ‘ﬂ?ﬁu:l{.ﬂ‘ﬂ.i the week. iy o

Hasosn mumnmo: age, of No. 308 Motl
street, w t
Aoy TR Bl et TR A oo 0

A fencing, sparring and athletlo entertalnmens
will this evening be tendered Colonel Monstery by
his puplls, at the academy, 610 Bixth avenue.

The minth regoler meeling of the New York
Nearological Bootety will be held this evening at
:l‘s:ﬁ c:mr ol Fourth avenue and I'wenty third

A preliminary meeting of young lsdies will be
held at Associatlon Hall this evening for tha

o aC BABOCIA
ﬁ:‘ﬂ'@ﬂh&“ﬁf«. m E l:m.o' l::& u?{i
ers will address the meeting,

Rev. Father John J. Duffy, D. D., lectured lasi
evening in 8t. Andrew's Roman Catholic chureh,
coroer of Duane street aud Cliy Hall place, or
“The Catholic Church.* lotwgulnulﬁn' 1L
severity of Lhe weather the church was well flled,
el atanio. ThSprocteds:cF he Jeow
SH8 10 16 Bt ed 10 106 bEneNs of 1NE POOF and o)
the coarge of 8. Vino2nt de Paul's Soclewy,

‘The New York Free Medical College lor Women,
Ko. 51 5t Mark's place, scems to be growing
rapidly in numbera and influence. It at pressms
numbers abous flfty students, and at (td last coms
man n
mgdmm D:I ?::rrg::idllg.uw&o%“lr‘mg
couege 1s entirciy iree, and hus alresdy engaged

ihe attention oi m noble l'u cducared lidies.
A faw L ] 4 indy presen he surgioal
l'hlal l:la,_eu with over $200 worth of valuabie inst» »

BROOKLYN.

James McAlllster, five yoars old, Iiving at No, §1
Green street, was bitten terribly about the face,
so a8 to be disngured fur life, by o Newfoundiand
dog yesterday. The animal, which is sald to Dave
been mad, was shot by o policemanu.

Patrick Kennedy, who lived at No, 271 Pacifio
strees, waa found dead on the nduri.ll in Bood
ssroet, near Bergen, SBaturday h Mnh
who :;uud been arinklog very %‘i‘ru for sever
days, was |hirty-eight years ol age, Tue Coroner
was notifled.

Jane Carboy, an infant twelve months old, waa
fatally burned at the residence of her parents, No.
015 Fiuth avenue, on Baturday nignt last. Toe
mother, Bllen Carboy, went out, 1¢ appears, and
lets the ipjured listle one In charge ol another
cnild ol reven years, The latter set fice to the
ciotning of the iofsot with o piece ol paper im
play, and with the result set lorth, The baby can-
1Ot survive the burns which 1t sustained, .

The nurse, Goreman, who Was in charge of the
ward of the Flatbush Lunatic ASylum in which the
patient Siiles Midaleton kiled Mr. Beopett, a
fellow demented inmate, will be discharged by the
doard o s of \.'Iuntnl_la wr
meeting to-oay. The Commissioners siy Lhéy are
determitied tu investignte this sdair shoroughly,
snd do ali that human Joresigot cAn effect o
guurd against & simuiar occurrence tn tue jutare,

LONG ISLAND,

There are sixty-seven persons and estalés in the
town of Bouthold which pald tax for the year 187/
to the amonnt of $50 and upward. The hmm
1ax Waa pald ng tho sskuie o1 Lo iate Hober:
(Fisher’s 1aland), $448.

The next regular mesting of the Suffolk Connly
Temperance Boclety will be held in Gresnport on
Tuesday and Wednesday,»16th and 17th jnst. As
the meeting held at BEast Marion last week stron,
resalucions in favor ol prohubiiory legisiaiton
adoptled.

The Right Rev, Bishop Littleyohn visited Grace
Church, Jamalcs, yesterday lorencon and aaminis
tered the rite of confirmation. In the afternooR
he visited the Churca ol the Resurrection, at Kici
mond HU, for Lho same purpose,

A projecied chbanoel across the South Beach, ai
Edgarton, Jor which an appropriation was madd
by Congress, has been abandoned, as it was fvnnd
alter spending most of the money that the projes’
would cost wore than it womid ve worih,

Northport has been cousiderably exercised over
the guestion of & site for & new schuol homse. One
was selected some time ago, bat it proved unsatis
factory to a number of taxpayers, who flaaily suo-
ceeded In having snother meeting cal lasy
week, at willon the lorwer action was rescinded,
‘the discussion which followed was quite hively and
| pomewhat personal, bub 1t _was at last voted to
purchase & tvo-acre site offered by the widow
soudder lor §200. A letier was read irom the Hon,
ienry J. Scudder, member ol Congress, offering &
site lor $760 and to contribute $150 tovard tpe cost
ol grading it. v

A number of dogs, the owners of which are un-
known, & few nights ago got among a valuable
fiock ol sheep on the larm of Mr, Daniel N, Thomas,
at Arsha oque, near Greempori. wounded
three fataily, arove or carried.away anoller,
which has not been found, aud bit and s
nomoer ol otbhers, beside worr:lngm;ud disiress-
1ng 1ne entire flock. Mr. Thomas, being nnable te

ascertain to whom the doge belong, has applied te
tho town authoritias of Southbold [or cotmpenss
tion out af the dog-tax fund. Maoglng sheep by

dogs 18 & Irequont occurence in Suffulk county.

STATEN ISLAND.

Ex-County Tressurer Abram D. Winants has
been appolnted clerk ol the legisiative Committee
on Villages, of which Mr. Stephen D. Stevenc is
chairman,

rrotracted meecings bave been held duriag the

paat lortnight la the Methodist ohurch at Erelscn-
erville, and the accessions to the churou have
been quite numerous,

Anew house |s being erected for the Medora Hook
and Ladder Company of New Brighton, on Castle-
ton avenue, Tne company propose to have &
housewarming od ths 2id lost.

Mr. P. J. Kiernap, priocipal of the districe
school, will open & night school on New York
avenune, Olifton, this evening, for the accommoda.
sion of poys who canout sttend the day school.

A panel of grand and petit jarors will ba draws
st the County Clerk's ofMee, in Richmond, on Tues-
day, \he Dth 1Dst, to serve at the County Couri
and Court of Sessions, which will convene on
Tuesday, the 23d inst.

According to s cepsus of the school children in
District No. 1 of Edgewater, just completed by
Mr. H. F. Standerwick, clerk, there are 300 be-
tween ibhe ages of eight and fourteen years. The
:val;qa schoul attendance 1u - the alstrict 1s 230

ally.

The committes of the Edgewater trustees ap-
pointed to investigate the charges made by ex-
Chtef Engineer Brown agalnst Rescue Eugine
Company No. 9 for disobedlsnce of ordersin re-
fusiog to Jend thelr hose aia fire in ‘lompkios
ville soie tune 0, hava conciuded the Laking o
testimony and will make their repors to the Board
ol Trustees LO-MOTrOW evening.

The village of kdgewater has pala the following
amounts on mandamos since wne 1t of (ast
November:—To Edward Boyle, $1,005 78; W. Q.
Ward, $3,728 36; L. H. Meyer, $3,140 16; M. Conk-
lin & Cu., $1,022 06; A. 8. Barnes & Co. 803
Jobn E: Armstrong, $71 H8; A i schmid,
$102 22 ‘lotal, 024 88, About $7,600 s6lll re-
muins to be seltied in the same way. Abont
$10,000 of tuxes are yet unpaid, most of which
will probabiy be collecied b, fore 'the list is advers

In March next.

NEW JERSEY.

The FElizabeth Board of Education estimate
their expenses for the ensuibg year at $81,040.
The trial of Colonel Polter for alleged arson is

stll In progress (n Ellgabetl, and continues to ex.
cite unususl interest.

_'be first fusialment of the $10),000 yoted by the
Legisiature of 1874 to the Centennisl fund hsa

Just been paid, the amount belog §30,000, or one-
fitn of toe entire appropriation.

The Grand Jary, st the present term of the
Monmouth County Court, brought in thirty-five

bills of indic'ment, one of which was agsins: a
woman for being ‘' common scula and nuisaoce, "

The fumeral of the late Rev. Dr. Clark, of st
John's Eplscopal church, Ellzabetn, will take place
to-morrow, and the remains wil be Interred in
Folindelpnin, Ihe members of the véstry, ina
budy, will attend the funeral Ay mourners,
| The Becond Adventisis in Gloucesier county are
| holding o series of meetings, and have calenlnted

presty closely. They prediet what the world will.

postuy come to an end on the 19th ol April
| next mun Les 0 mucn (sith in the predics

tion that he has concluded nol Lo Wurk any more
| ou the atrengen ol It, and_the people 1n oo pu
| tions of the vounity are muen excited.




